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Manure Management Plans and Animal Operations
Pennsylvania has had agricultural regulations for many years and one of the
most basic regulations is that of requiring any animal operation to develop and
maintain a manure management plan (MMP). If you have one horse, you are required to have a plan. If you have one beef cow, you need a plan.
Manure management plans are the most basic of all plans to address nutrients on a farm. PA DEP has a user friendly book that leads small and larger operations through the process of completing the plan. Essentially, a MMP documents
the number and type of animals, how much manure they generate and where that
manure is applied.
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If you meet the requirements of needing a MMP, you can certainly request
assistance from the conservation district to develop one. The process is quite painless and only takes a couple of hours.
Once a plan is developed, it is important to document manure applications
and other activities. If animal numbers change, the plan needs to show the change.
It is important that once you have a plan, to follow it. In many cases, the
plans reflect what an operation has been doing and there is no real changes other
than documenting various activities.
In some situations, an Agricultural Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan
(E&S Plan) needs to accompany a MMP. In the event your operation is in need of
the E&S Plan, it is highly encouraged that you make contact with the conservation
district and we can develop a plan for you. Tillage of cropland, animal concentration areas, and areas where vegetation is unable to thrive due to animal activities
generally require the E&S Plan.
For more information or to schedule assistance for plan development, please
contact the conservation district at 570-928-7057.

Erosion and Sediment Control Workshop for Timber Harvesting Will Be
Offered Early Fall
Timber harvesting involves cutting trees for sale and can be related to future development or independent activities. Such activities are subject to the Erosion and Sediment Control Regulations of the Commonwealth because of the earth disturbance that takes place. An erosion and sediment control plan indicating location, soils, disturbance, description of BMPs (Best Management Practices) to reduce
erosion and sedimentation, etc.,
should be available on the site
at all times. If disturbance on a
site will be 25 acres or more,
an Erosion and Sediment Control Permit will need to be obtained before any activity begins. Stream and wetland
crossing permits might also be
necessary if these areas are
unavoidable.
The Northern Tier
Hardwoods Association along
with Wayne, Bradford, and
Sullivan County Conservation
Districts will be offering an
Advanced Erosion and Sediment Control Workshop early
this fall to assist local parties
involved in the timber industry. This workshop will include
discussion in class and in the
field to explain best management practices that should be used such as waterbars, broad-based dips, seeding and mulching, filtering structures, etc. to reduce the amount of sediment reaching waters of the commonwealth. More information about
this workshop will be available in the near future.

Seedling Sale
It was another successful year for our seedling sale. Over 4,000 seedlings were sold. That included
deciduous, evergreens, fruit trees and wildlife/streambank stabilization. All money raised goes towards educational events. Thank you to everyone who made the sale a success. Let’s see what next year’s sale brings.

Calendar of Events
June 29
July 4
July 11
July 29
August 15
August 25
August 30-Sept 4
September 2
September 4
September 12
October 9
October 10
November 10
November 14
November 23-24
December 25-26

D/G Workshop - Forksville Inn
Office Closed for Independence Day
District Board Meeting
Mining and Mine Reclamation Talk - Laporte Museum 1 PM
District Board Meeting
Jackie’s Retirement Open House Noon—4 PM
Sullivan County Fair
Conservation Tour - Watch the Sully for updates
Office Closed for Labor Day
District Board Meeting
Office Closed for Columbus Day
District Board Meeting
Office Closed for Veterans Day
District Board Meeting
Office Closed for Thanksgiving
Office Closed for Christmas

FYI: Water samples are now being picked up at the
conservation district office on Fridays by 9 AM.
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Don’t forget to check out the Sullivan County Conservation
District on FACEBOOK and LIKE our
page.
T H E C O N S E R V A T I O NI S T

Pictured left is the front of
the office building before
the Hawthorne trees were
removed.

Pictured right is the front of the office after
renovation, replanting of four “Cornus alba
Elegentissa (Dogwoods) Shrubs, and the area
mulched.

Kevin Rohe (on the right) retires from
NRCS after serving 38 years. Kevin served
Sullivan County, Wyoming County, and
Bradford County, but 36 of the 38 years
were in Sullivan County. The District will
miss his expertise, but wish him well in his
retirement.
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Sullivan County Road Maintenance Workshop Will be Held June 29th
The Sullivan County Conservation District will be offering a free road maintenance workshop on June
29th, 2017 at the Forksville Inn that will cover the basics of the Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Roads Program.
Material will range from the application process to completion reports. Past projects will be highlighted, recent
updates will be discussed, and the importance of the PA One Call System will be addressed. Maria White, Liaison Representative for the PA One Call System, will be there to explain the system and answer questions.
All townships, road owning entities, and others involved with the program are encouraged to attend. Registration will begin at 7:30AM with breakfast at 8:00AM. The workshop will be held from 8:30-10:30AM and door
prizes will be given. Call 570-928-7057 for your reservation.
Hayes Road
Cherry Township

JUNE IS DAIRY
MONTH!!!
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Legislative Day at the Capitol
On April 25, 2017, Directors Joanne Day and Andrew Trostle made the trip to the capitol in Harrisburg
to meet up with some of our local legislators. This was part of Conservation Week at the Capitol to inform
our legislators of the importance of the Conservation District Programs.

Pictured left is Representaive Tina
Pickett, Andrew Trostle and Joanne Day.

Pictured right is Senator Vogel,
Joanne Day, Andrew Trostle and
Senator Yaw.
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Students Compete at Envirothon Competitions
Two five member teams of students recently competed in the Lycoming / Sullivan County Envirothon Competition held on April 25th at the Consolidated Sportsmen of Lycoming County grounds near Loyalsockville.
The Envirothon is a natural resource competition where students take on the challenge of learning
above and beyond what is taught in the classroom with the focus on five key topic areas including wildlife,
aquatics, forestry, soils and land use, and a current issue. The 2017 current issue is “Agricultural Soil and
Water Conservation Stewardship”. The theme is chosen by the host state for the National Conservation
Foundations North American Envirothon event.
Sullivan County students who participated in the county event were: Team A: David Verelst, Michael Martin, Jeremy Houck, Eric Kline, and Jerrod Houck. Team B members were: Colton Ammerman,
Braeden Bedford, Dane Carpenter, Sam Carpenter, and Anastacia Miller.
When the final scores were tallied, Sullivan’s B Team found themselves at the top of
leader board with a total score of 373. They finished 28 points ahead of the Loyalsock A Team
which captured second place. The Sullivan B
Team also set a new record for the county soils
test with a score of 98. Sullivan’s A Team finished in 5th place overall. A total of 20 teams
competed at the event. Students on both of the
top teams for each county receive $500 scholarships for their efforts and interest in Envirothon.
In securing the top spots for Sullivan and
Lycoming Counties, the Sullivan B Team and
Loyalsock A Team earned the rights to represent
their counties at the PA Envirothon. The winning team at the state event will then travel to Mount St.
Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Maryland for the National Conservation Foundation’s North American
Envirothon Competition July 23-29, 2017.
The Sullivan B Team traveled to Johnstown, PA and competed in their first state envirothon competition at
the University of Pittsburg campus on May 23 and 24. This competition was a two-day event and offered
the students a taste of college campus life while focusing on the competition at hand. The PA Envirothon
included testing stations similar to the county events but with the questions being more difficult and challenging. The event also had an oral
component where the teams prepared a presentation on the current issue
and presented to a panel of judges. The team scored a 55.7 in the Oral
Component, 29 in Aquatics,61 in Current Issue, 22 in Forestry, 82 in
Soils and Land Use, and a 44 in Wildlife. Their total score was 293.7
and they finished in 53rd place.
The Envirothon has its roots in Pennsylvania and has always
been a program of county conservation districts across the country. The
Sullivan County Conservation District provides funding for the students
to compete at the state level and covers costs of the county competition.
The conservation district is proud of these students in their first
year of competition and hopes to see them all continue to compete in
future years. To learn more about the Envirothon program, contact the
conservation district at 570-928-7057.
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2017 Conservation Poster Contest Announces Winning Entries
The 2017 Conservation Poster Contest for grades 4-6 was held earlier this year. The contest which
follows the theme of the National Association of Conservation Districts was “Healthy Soils are Full of Life”.
The theme had students learn about the importance of healthy soil for so many needs in life. Healthy soils
provide food, clothing, natural supplies, and recreation for humans and wildlife. There are more organism in
one tablespoon of healthy soil than all of the people on earth!
Winning entries were selected by a panel of judges and are as follows:
4th Grade: 1st Place- Makayla Bedford, 2nd Place-Jamison Rogers, 3rd Place - Hannah Souder. Honorable
Mentions were awarded to Colton Wade, Holly Sperry, and Adriana Krause.
5th Grade: 1st Place - Cloey Whipple, 2nd Place - Karlee Wettlaufer, 3rd Place – Adelyn Zelewicz. Honorable
mentions went to Joseph Trostle. Evan Smith, and Amber Eberlin.
6th Grade: 1st Place – Sydnie Stone, 2nd Place – Cassidy Skoranski, 3rd Place – Sara Oconnor. Honorable
Mentions were awarded to Lyndsay Smith, Brianna Bottiglier, and Stella Harney.
A total of 128 posters were submitted for this year’s contest. Each of the top three poster winners
received a tote bag with their name on it, an engraved plaque, and a note book. Honorable Mentions received a tote bag.
The overall winning poster was submitted by Sydnie Stone and her tote bag included extra embroidery. Her poster has been submitted to the PA Association of Conservation Districts for their state-wide
poster contest this summer.
The annual poster contest is made possible through funding from the Sullivan County Conservation
District, Dushore Borough, and White Ash Land Association. Special thanks to the Sullivan County Elementary School administrators and staff. The teachers’ and parents’ support and encouragement for learning
more about natural resources and demonstrating that knowledge through art is priceless.

Pictured left are the 1st through 3rd place winning
entries in the 2017 Conservation Poster Contest.

Pictured right is the Overall Winner of the 2017 Conservation
Poster Contest Sydnie Stone. Pictured with Sydnie is Conservation District Contest Coordinator, Corey Richmond, Principal McClintock, Joe Stabryla, Dushore Borough, Sydnie, Dan
Schaad, White Ash Land Association, and Holly Miller, Conservation District E&S Technician.
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DISTRICT MANAGER RETIRING!!!!
After serving the Sullivan County Conservation District for 40 years, our District Manager, Jacquelyn
Rouse is retiring the end of August, 2017.
Jackie began her duties in 1974 as the Executive Assistant. Her duties were to assist the directors in
carrying out their communication needs such as correspondence, preparing their financial reports and minutes
of the monthly meetings. This was to relieve the burden from the secretary, John Peterman, Sr. Back then the
directors did everything themselves from providing air tours and sponsoring plowing contests to obtaining donations from local businesses for their projects including the printing of their annual report booklets. There
weren’t any technicians until later in the 1970’s. Eric Brown preceded Rick Ryan (1979) as E&S Technicians
serving both Wyoming and Sullivan Counties. Directors on the board in 1974 were Art Rohe (Chairman), Harvey Vough (Vice-Chairman), John Peterman, Sr. (Secretary), Bruno Najaka (Treasurer), Robert Woodhead,
Bill Frazier, and Bernie Walsh as County Commissioner Member .
Jackie also worked full time as the Head Secretary for the Sullivan County Extension under the direction of Bill Gregory, County Agent, Eleanor Gannon and Kathy Worthington, Home Economists, Dave Kinsey, Community Development Agent, Shirley Ambs, 4-H Secretary, and Jim Philp and Jim Finley, Extension
Foresters. Jackie’s oldest daughter Raylene was born in 1976 and wanted her mom home evenings. In 1982,
Margaret Anderson took over Jackie’s duties until Peggy’s duties at the Sullivan Terrace required her full attention. Thank you, Peggy for providing your service to the county and directors. On August 4, 1985, Jackie
returned to serve the district once again. By then, her daughter Noreen was two years old. Jackie had decided
to leave the Extension position also in 1985, so there would be time for the young family. She remembers
meeting the directors at their August 4th Outdoor Picnic at Connell’s Dam. Since it was her birthday, the directors even had a birthday cake to welcome her back. She’s remained since then. Wow, 40 years!
You’re invited to the Open House from 12:00 Noon to 4:00 PM on August 25, 2017 at the Sullivan
County Ag Resource Center to wish her well in her retirement. Holly Miller, the present E&S Technician, will
fill Jackie’s position effective August 14, 2017. The position of E&S Technician is presently being advertised
and the successful applicant will begin duties on July 31, 2017. Jackie will be leaving the district in good
hands!
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Farmland Preservation on the Warburton Farm
Preserving a farm under Pennsylvania’s Farmland Preservation Program takes approximately two to
three years from the time that an application is received from a farm landowner. There are numerous documents to fill out for eligibility with the program to getting the information to the county’s board of directors
and the state’s board of directors and staff.
The State Farmland Preservation Board approved the James and Barbara Warburton Farm in Forks
Township for 56.86 acres to be included in the Farmland Preservation Program on December 8, 2016. The
closing for the easement purchase took place at the Sullivan County Courthouse on April 7, 2017. Jim and
Barb still own the farm, but the easement is jointly owned by the state and the county (92.35% State and
7.65% County). The easement acreage needs to be kept in agricultural production for perpetuity. This brings
a total of 736 acres preserved in Sullivan County. The state has provided a total of over $687,000 and the
county has provided over $159,000 to preserve these farm acres for future agricultural production. Pennsylvania now has over 533,500 acres preserved on over 5100 farms.
We congratulate Jim and Barb for pursuing this program to preserve agriculture on their farm.

Pictured at the Warburton Closing from left to right are
Jacquelyn Rouse, Farmland Preservation Program Administrator, Barbara Warburton, and James Warburton.
Not included in the photo, but present for the closing,
were Ken Levitzky, County Solicitor, and County Commissioners Donna Iannone and Brian Hoffman.

Jim Warburton proudly stands beside the new
“Preserved Farmland” Sign that was installed on the
preserved parcel at the corner of Taylor Hill and
Molyneux Hill in Forks Township. Assisting in the
installation in addition to Jim were Holly Miller, District E & S Technician, Jacquelyn Rouse, Farmland
Preservation Administrator, and John Livezey.
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Center for Dirt and Gravel Roads Studies Offers Road Maintenance and
Ecology Symposium
The Penn State Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies offered the Successes in Rural Road Maintenance and Ecology Symposium on April 4th, 2017. The symposium celebrated 20 years of the DGLVR program and highlighted some of the success stories throughout the years. With research and a lot of hard work
from everyone involved in the program, Pennsylvania’s road network has become more environmentally and
economically sustainable.
The program started in 1997 when Trout Unlimited identified over 900 pollution sites on road systems
in protected watersheds. Projects began in 1998 with the 3,000th project completed last year. In the past 20
years, $72,000,000 was spent on completed projects, $37,000,000 was contributed as in-kind, 3,835 contracts
were completed, 16,000 pollution worksites were identified, 812 municipalities received funding, and 243
ESM trainings were held with 10,165 attendees in Pennsylvania. With increased funding and more educational
efforts, the program is expected to continue its success for years to come.
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5th Graders enjoy Environmental Day
On May 18th, students in 5th grade at Sullivan County Elementary School spent the day outside learning
about their environment and various agencies that work in Sullivan County to protect and improve the natural
resources of the area.
Environmental Day is a long standing program offered to the 5th grade where agency representatives
take time to educate the students on being good stewards of natural resources. This year’s event included the
topics of forest invasive species, wildlife trivia, surface pollution and prevention, soil erosion and its control,
groundwater pollution, forest protection and wildfire prevention, wood products, beekeeping, and bird watching.
The following agencies and groups provided the educational programs: PA DCNR - Bureau of Forestry, PA DCNR – Bureau of Parks (Worlds End), PA Game Commission, Penn State Extension, PA Department
of Environmental Protection, Susquehanna Beekeepers Association, and the Sullivan County Conservation
District.
Following the outside station rotations, the students were provided with a trivia program where correct
answers yielded prizes. All of the questions were generated by the agencies providing educational stations.
The information the students retained was quite amazing as no question went unanswered through the trivia.
The conservation district staff assists with organizing and conducting the event and expresses thanks to
the school administration, teachers, and agency staff who work together for this annual event. A big thank you
to the students as well for being polite and respectful to the presenters and learning more about natural resources in the county.
Pictured left is SCCD E&S Technician Holly Miller teaching students about soil erosion and protection.

Pictured below students tried their hand at forest firefighting (knocking down fire targets) as
part of the DCNR Forestry station.

Pictured left Worlds End State Park staff introducing students to
bird watching and identification.
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COUNTY CONSERVATION TEAM

SULLIVAN COUNTY CONSERVATION
DISTRICT
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
9219 Route 487
Suite B
Dushore, PA 18614

PHONE:
570-928-7057
FAX:
570-928-8258

VISIT US ON
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